


Paris, May 2008

Created from a vital need, that of protecting the body by dressing it, textiles have accompa-
nied and shaped the evolution of man.

For many centuries, the expansion of materials and textiles had been physically constrained
by animal and arable farming, the limitations of manual labour and the lack of fast and safe
means of transport and communication between different countries of the world.

But with scientific and technical progress the textile industry has experienced a rapid expan-
sion in the East as well as in the West, each creating more precious and innovative fabrics.

Mechanical and chemical industries have also contributed greatly to the expansion of the
industry in the course of the last three centuries. The mechanisation of both agriculture and
industry as well as the discovery of artificial and synthetic fibres have revolutionised the textile
industry throughout the world.

Having started as a craft-based industry, textile has now become one of the jewels in the
crown of world industry. Thousands, indeed miillions, of products have been created to enhance
the human figure, to ensure the wellbeing and comfort of man and of its habitat, as well as in
medical and surgical fields. It is used worldwide and has been adapted to a variety of different
cultures.

It is a fascinating story and one which accompanies the evolution of human society.
England, Germany, France, ltaly then the United States in the West; Ching, Indlia, Japan, in the
East have played a major part in the exceptional expansion of the textile industry.

At the beginning of the XXlst century, materials and textiles are in the forefront of innovation
and progress, fashion and comfort, because hundreds of thousands of women and men have
chosen to apply their skills and talent : in the fields and factories, in the design offices, in labora-
tories, in students'rooms, as well as in the modemn temples of consumerism,

Because of its history, its culture, its competence and textile
engineering, France holds a prominent place in the XX century
particularly with regard to design, innovation, knowledge of mate-
rials and complex and in-depth systems of fashion and textile,

In this book on the textile industry in France, | want to illustrate
the ability, the persistence, the competence and talent of several
thousands of women and men who, without respite, shape the
textile industry in our country and display it on the global market.

This book is a tribute to them because they represent the image
of an innovative, dynamic, enterprising, creative and masterful France,
in fashion and in the high-tec textiles.

| remain convinced that, W(wtfeau}r% these women
and men will know how to find the necessary resources and the
spirit so that the XXIst century French textile industry can enter
a new, rich and glorious era, constantly renewing and reinventing
itself.

Le textile, les textiles, c'est la vie, the passion of our lives.

The textile, the textiles, are the passion of more than 400 000
of women and men working in this industry, from the fiber to the
distribution.

Lucien Deveaux,
Frésident de I'UIT,
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